ceapteb XI
Pre-School Education
undee the term pre-school education is included the care and
education of the child from birth to seven years. From hirth
until three and a half to four years the children are under the
care of the Commissariat of Health, Obviously at this stage it is
the physical well-being on which the greatest emphasis is laid.
Those who wish, where facilities exist, send their children to the
crfeche. When they leave the creche and enter the nursery-
infant school, the children are under the care of the Commis-
sariat of Education.
Before the Revolution the child under eight received no
attention from any State department. There were, at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century, a very few kindergartens—they
could be counted on the fingers of one's hand—run by philan-
thropic persons, and there were a few for the children of the
well-to-do. The mass of children of the workers or peasants were
left uncared for. Quite early in the Revolution the problem of
the pre-school child demanded attention. The homeless children,
a result of blockade, intervention, civil war, and famine, were
becoming a menace—a present menace as carriers of disease,
and a future menace as potential criminals. The State, however,
had little time or means to spare to deal adequately with this
problem. The occasion brought forth the means. A voluntary
organisation, known as the " Children's Friend Society," was
formed to grapple with the task. It collected money and goods,
and set up children's homes, creches, and play-rooms. Among its
members were psychologists and educationists, who WK>te
simple leaflets giving instructions for the care and education of
children. Trained workers were very few, and the work was
earned on, not only by untrained people, but often by im-
educated ones. This state of affairs continued until the end of
1921-22, iinta the end of the period of economise
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